
Lesson 6 – Romans 3:1-20  God is Righteous…NOT People! 
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 (1) Then what advantage has the Jew?  Or what is the value of circumcision?  Much in every 
way.  To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.  What if some were unfaithful?  
Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God?  By no means!  Let God be true though every one 
were a liar, as it is written,  

 “That you may be justified in your words, and prevail when you are judged.” (Ps.51:4) 
 (5) But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say?  That 
God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us?  (I speak in a human way.)  By no means!  For then how could 
God judge the world?  But if through my lie God’s truth abounds to His glory, why am I still being 
condemned as a sinner?  And why not do evil that good may come? --- as some people slanderously 
charge us with saying.  Their condemnation is just. 
 (9) What then?  Are we Jews any better off?  No, not at all.  For we have already charged that 
all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: 
  “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.  All have  
   turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even  
   one.” (Ps.14:1-3; 53:1-3) 
  “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” (Ps.5:9)  
  “The venom of asps is under their lips.” (Ps. 140:3) 
  “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” (Ps. 10:7) 
  “Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of  
   peace they have not known.” (Prov. 1:16; 3:15-17; Is.59:7-8) 
  “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Ps. 36:1) 
 (19) Now we know that whatever things the Law says it speaks to those within the Law, so that 
every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.  For by works of 
the Law no human being will be justified in His sight, since through the Law comes knowledge of sin. 
   
  
Think on These Things 
 

1) Is there an advantage to being a Jew?  Paul says, “Yes.”  Name some advantages they were 
given.  (This discussion comes up again later in Romans.)  Do you think Christians have been 
given similar advantages in today’s world? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2) Did all Jews --- God’s chosen people --- believe in God?  Do all people raised in Christian homes 
or exposed to the Gospel believe in God?  What remains true in this situation (v.3)? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 



3) The Gnostics were a first century group who perverted Christian teaching by saying that since 
God is Spirit, salvation only involves your spirit, not your body.  Therefore, whatever you did 
with your body would have no impact on your being saved.  Go ahead and live like you want; 
satisfy your fleshly body’s needs and desires.  All that matters is that your spirit is right. 
 This false teaching is being addressed here in Romans.  What do you think of the “life 
thought” expressed in vs.5-8, that: WE SHOULD SIN so that God can be glorified when showing 
sinners like us His grace and forgiveness?  Also, that when God judges us because we sin He is 
being unjust, since it is in showing us grace that He is ultimately glorified?  Is this what Paul 
taught, that basically the worse I behave, the better God looks?  Consider Rom. 6:1-2. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4) Verses 1-8 are primarily addressed to Jews.  In v.9, Paul asks, “Are we Jews any better off?” The 
answer he gives is “No, not at all.” What reason is given?  (Hint, it includes vs. 10-18, which is an 
assessment of all humanity.) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5) In vs. 19-20, what method of seeking salvation is being discussed?  Is there hope pursuing God in 
this way?  Why do you think this is so?  (The Law giving us the knowledge of sin will be discussed 
later in chapter 6.) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

People and situations I want to pray for this week: 


