OBJECT LESSON

FOLLOW THE RECIPE
Scripture: I Corinthians 12 :18-20 
Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord your God that I give you.

Items Needed:  Cupcakes (enough to share once the meeting is over)
AIM:  For children to understand that following God’s Word gives clear direction

SAMPLE SCRIPT:
Ooooooh, look at these cupcakes!  Don’t they look good?  I am sure they taste good also, and when the meeting is over, I will be happy to share these with you.
How do you make a cupcake?  Someone has to follow a recipe to make them.  The recipe will tell you how much flour to use, or sugar, or butter.  The recipe will tell you what temperature to cook them at so they bake up nice and fluffy.  Then you would use a recipe for the icing that goes on top.
So, what do you think would happen if I decided to change the recipe and do my own thing while making these?  What if I said the recipe didn’t call for enough salt and I wanted to add much more.  Or what if I decided I didn’t need to use baking soda?  Too much salt would not taste good, and if I didn’t put the baking soda into the batter, the cupcakes would be flat and not soft and fluffy.  If I decided to change the amount of flour used, the cupcakes would not bake well and I would have a mess instead of a treat.  
God gave clear directions to His people for how they were to live their lives for Him.  He told them what they were to do through the commands that He gave Moses to share with them.  Today, God gives us clear directions for how to live through His Word, the Bible.  It tells us we are to love each other and care for each other.  We should always tell the truth, and live as peaceful people.  It also tells us we should not steal, fight or hurt others.  
God also told His people they were to follow His words (or follow the recipe) exactly as He gave them.  He said in the book of Deuteronomy, “Do not add to or subtract from these commands I am giving you. Just obey the commands of the Lord your God that I am giving you.”  God is saying. “Follow the recipe”.  If we do as God says in His Word, we will live lives that please Him.  You can’t follow the recipe if you don’t read the recipe.  It is so important to read God’s Word for yourself, and then obey His Word.
Your life will be a beautiful reflection of Him if you follow His Word as He has written it.
