
Lesson 4 – 1 Peter 2:13-25  Don’t be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good!  Romans 12:21  
English Standard Version (ESV)          Bethel Bible Resources 
 
 (13) Be subject --- for the Lord’s sake --- to every human institution, whether it be the emperor as 
supreme, or to governors as sent by Him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 
For this is the will of God --- that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 
Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but livings as servants of God. 
 (17) Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 
 (18) Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also 
to the unjust. For this is a gracious thing, when --- mindful of God --- one endures sorrows while suffering 
unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure. But if when you do good 
and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 
 (21) For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you --- leaving you an 
example --- so that you might follow in His steps. When He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when 
He suffered, He did not threaten, but continued entrusting Himself to Him who judges justly. 
 (24) He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.   
 
Think on these things: 
 

1) Why should we be “subject to” or obedient to national, state and local governments (v. 13)?  In a 
broad, simplistic way, what is the purpose of governments explained here in v. 14? 

 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2) Is this always true?  Keep in mind that Rome was persecuting Christians at this time (bad gov’t, 
good people…) --- and still Peter tells Christians to obey the government!  What exceptions do we 
find to this principle in Exodus 1:16-22 and Acts 4:18-20? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3) What is “God’s Will” in this matter from v. 15?  In your opinion, are Christians successfully doing 

this in our country?  Do you think we need to do better with the slogan to “love the sinner while 
hating the sin?” 

 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4) V. 16 is a key verse to this week’s lesson: Live as people who are free!  However, the phrases that 
follow in the verse are disturbing.  While Christians study and should live by the Bible, what is the 
warning issued here?  There must be a reason for this.  What is the word for this kind of sin?  What 
is the goal of living in God’s freedom? 



 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5) V. 17: Who are we to honor?  Who are we to love?  Who are we to fear?  This makes a good life 
creed!  Consider Jesus’ words in John 13:33-35. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6) Let’s view the servant-master discussion (vs. 18-20) as employee-supervisor today.  How should 

we respond to our supervisors if they are good and fair?  If they are bad and unfair?  In vs. 19 and 
20, Peter says being in subjection to supervisors is what? 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7) When is suffering and hardship as a Christian an admirable thing (v. 19)?  When is it not admirable 

for a Christian (v. 20)? 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

8) In the example of Jesus (vs. 21-23), what do you find hardest to emulate in your own life? 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9) Why did Jesus die for you, and how are you healed, i.e., forgiven and restored (v. 24)?  Turning to 
Jesus and accepting His work on our behalf ends our “straying” from God.  With regard to our 
saved souls, what is Jesus’ role today (v. 25)? 

 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
People and situations I want to pray for this week: 


