Lesson 3 — Hebrews 2:10-18 Jesus Sanctifies His “Brothers”
English Standard Version (ESV) Bethel Bible Resources

(10) For it was fitting that He --- for whom and by whom all things exist --- in bringing many sons
to glory, should make the Founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. For He who sanctifies and
those who are sanctified all have One source. That is why He is not ashamed to call them brothers,
Saying,

“I will tell of Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the congregation | will sing
Your praise.” And again,

“I will put my trust in Him.” And again,

“Behold, | and the children God has given me.”

(14) Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise partook of the same
things, that through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.

(16) For surely it is not angels that He helps, but He helps the offspring of Abraham. Therefore, He
had to be made like His brothers in every respect, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high
priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because He Himself has
suffered when tempted, He is able to help those who are being tempted.

Think on these things:

1) For whom, and by whom, do all things exist? See Hebrews 1:2-3. Jesus

2) What has made the “Founder” of our salvation perfect (v. 10)? He has been made perfect
through suffering, both in death and through lifelong temptations (v. 18).

3) Who do you think is the “one source” who sanctifies is (v. 11)? Sanctifies is a verb (action), and
sanctified is an adjective (description). You might find it beneficial to substitute the synonym
“holy” as, ‘He who makes holy, and those who are made holy, all have One source.” It is because
of this connection that Jesus is not ashamed to refer to us believers as his brothers (and sisters).

God the Holy Spirit does the Trinity’s sanctification work in believers.

4) Do you think “singing” was part of how Jesus worshipped the Father? See v. 12 (quote of Psalm
22:22) and Matthew 26:30. What do you think about this as it applies to Christian worship?

Yes, Jesus sang worship hymns to the Father. It is appropriate in public and private worship to
sing hymns and choruses which honor and glorify God.

5) What or who did Jesus destroy by partaking in a human death (v. 14)?
Jesus destroyed the devil and his power of death over mankind.

6) What does the author refer to as “lifelong slavery” (v. 15)? Do you have some of this? Explain.
“Lifelong slavery” is used here to describe a human life plagued by the fear of dying someday.

What is death? Non-existence? “Birth” into a new life? Heaven or hell? --- Our fear of the
unknown beyond death can be a bit paralyzing. Some people cope by never thinking about it.



7) What are we told about Jesus’s intent in providing help (v. 16)?

Jesus did not come to aid or assist the angels, but exclusively to assist the children of Abraham,
i.e., people of faith (Romans 9).

8) Jesus was made “like His brothers in every respect” for two reasons (v. 17)?

Reason 1 — To become a merciful and faithful High Priest for mankind.
Reason 2 — To make “propitiation” for the sins of mankind to satisfy God’s righteous req’t.

NOTE: Propitiation (Greek ‘hilaskomai’) conveys the sense of an atoning sacrifice that puts away
sin and satisfies God’s wrath. It is used exclusively to describe the purpose and accomplishment
of Jesus’ death on the cross in the New Testament.

9) Do you think Jesus was tempted by the devil beyond the 40 days in the wilderness? See Luke
4:13. In Hebrews 2:18a, what verb is associated with Jesus being tempted, and what is the
purpose of Him experiencing this? Do you believe in the promise of 1 Corinthians 10:13?

Tempted after the wilderness? Yes. The devil departed until an “opportune” time came again.

Verb for Jesus’ experiencing temptation? After Jesus “had suffered” in facing temptation. It was
a strong struggle for Him, too!

God'’s purpose for Jesus’ temptation? So that He is able to “help” those being tempted in their
own lives.

1 Corinthians 10:13 — Hopefully, class members believe “yes”, God helps us (me) to overcome
our (my) temptations.

People and situations | want to pray for this week:



