Lesson 14 – Romans 6:15-23 		We Are All Slaves to Something…
English Standard Version (ESV)							Bethel Bible Resources


	(15)  What then?  Are we to sin because we are not under Law but under grace?  By no means!!  Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin - which leads to death, or of obedience - which leads to righteousness?
	(17)  But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you are committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.
	(19)  I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations.  For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.
	(20)  For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed?  For the end of those things is death.  But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end --- eternal life!  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Think on These Things

1) V.15 continues the basic argument of our last lesson.  Why shouldn’t we keep sinning so that when God extends forgiving grace, He gets more glory?   From a human perspective, this appeals because we can do whatever we want and --- in the end --- God is glorified by forgiving us.  Why does Paul say so strongly, “God forbid!”?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2) Being a slave does not appeal to anyone, really.  Yet Paul declares in v.16 that we are all slaves.  When we are NOT slaves to God --- even totally ignorant of Him --- who are we slaves to?  What does Paul point to as the outcome of these two lifestyle choices?

	______________________________________________________________________________

	______________________________________________________________________________

	______________________________________________________________________________

3) When you become a Christian, become “freed” from sin, what ought to happen in your life?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4) V.19 may come across insulting, but Paul was really just hoping to make his message clear by being simple and straightforward.  What is his basic message?  What should be the outcome for your personal life if you do this?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


5) What word does Paul use to describe the “fruit” of our past lives, the things which happened before we became Christians?  Is this how you view things?  If we share Paul’s view, what should we be spurred on to do?

_____________________________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________________________

6) If you voluntarily become a “slave” to God, what is described for you as the result?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7) V.23 is Christian doctrine.  It is a basic understanding of the Bible that we should all memorize.  Can you restate this doctrine?

	______________________________________________________________________________

	______________________________________________________________________________


People and situations I want to pray for this week:
