Lesson 25 — Romans 10:1-13 Zeal Without Knowledge
English Standard Version (ESV) Bethel Bible Resources

(1) Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. For | bear
them witness that they have a zeal for God --- but not according to knowledge! For, being ignorant of
the righteousness of God --- and seeking to establish their own --- they did not submit to God’s
righteousness. For Christ is the end of the ‘Law for righteousness’ to everyone who believes.

(5) For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the Law, that the person who
does the commandments shall live by them (Leviticus 18:5). But the righteousness based on faith says,
“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will
descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).

(8) But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the
word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and
is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who
believes in Him will not be put to shame.”

(12) For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all,
bestowing His riches on all who call on Him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved (Joel 2:32).”

Think on These Things

1) V.1 clearly builds on the closing verses of chapter 9:31-33. What problem challenges the Jews in
regard to their being saved? What is Paul’s prayer for his countrymen?

Jews’ challenge?

Paul’s prayer?

2) Give a definition for “zeal.” Paul says that his countrymen surely have zeal for the Lord. But
they also have another problem! What is their problem? (See Acts 18:24-26 for an example of
this.) Can you recall the name of the song sung by Frank Sinatra, and then redone by Elvis
Pressley? This title represents the perspective of many (most) Jews (...and Gentiles!).

Zeal means

Jews’ problem & Acts reference?

Song?




3) Fromv.3, what is the description of their knowledge, and what is the description of their
disobedience? Do you think these two concepts are appropriate for our American culture?

4) What is the description of Jesus in regards to the righteousness God requires? Who is this
solution for?

5) According to v.8, how far away is the saving word of God? What do you think this means?

6) Do you notice a slight distinction here in how God responds to the faith and confession of a
believer? Look carefully at v.10. What does “faith in one’s heart” provide? What does
“confession with one’s mouth” bring? Remember, though, that v.9 keeps the two concepts
together!

Heart faith?

Mouth confession?

7) How can you know for sure you will be saved? Would others recognize these traits in you?
What is Jesus’ promise to you in v.11? Look at Luke 9:26, Romans 1:16, 2 Timothy 1:8 and 2:15.

8) Who does God desire to be generous to? With “calling on the Name of the Lord,” take a look at
Genesis 4:26b. How do you understand this phrase as an action?

People and situations | want to pray for this week:



