Lesson 23 – Romans 9:25-33 		Who Really Are God’s People?
English Standard Version (ESV)							Bethel Bible Resources


	(25)  As indeed He says in Hosea,
“Those who were not My people I will call, ‘My people,’ and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’”  	(Hosea 2:23)
“And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not My people,’ there they will be called ‘sons of the Living God.’”	(Hosea 1:10)
	(27)  And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel:
“Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, for the Lord will carry out His sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.”	(Isaiah 10:22,23)
	(29)  And as Isaiah predicted, 
“If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, we would have been like Sodom and become like Gomorrah.”  	(Isaiah 1:9)
	(30)  What shall we say, then?  That Gentiles --- who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith --- but that Israel, who pursued a Law that would lead to righteousness, did not succeed in reaching that Law!?  Why?  Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works.  They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, as it is written,
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”	(Isaiah 28:16)


Think on These Things

1) From a Jewish perspective, the world is comprised of the Jews and non-Jews (Gentiles).  The Jews are God’s people, and no one else.  When it comes to Jehovah (“YHWH,” pronounced “Yahweh”), the Gentiles are seen as outside of God’s interest and purview.  Is this a valid perspective?  See Genesis 12:1-3.
	
	______________________________________________________________________________

2) The book of Hosea is a very interesting book.  God made Hosea’s life an object lesson for Judah and Israel.  Hosea was directed to marry a local prostitute named Gomer, and she bore him 2 sons and a daughter.   She then ran away and resumed prostituting herself, and God sent Hosea to her pimp to buy her back.  The object lesson of Hosea is that God remains faithful even when His people continually “prostitute” themselves by believing in other cultures’ deities.  What do you think is God’s purpose in the two Hosea quotes found in vs. 25-26?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________



3) Read Romans 9:6-9 and 11:25-26a.  Now look at today’s 9:27.  Will all Jews be saved?  Explain how you understand these passages together.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4) What do we know about God’s promises and purposes with His Word (v.28)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________________________

5) What do you make of v.29, comparing the Jews of Israel with Sodom and Gomorrah?  (The key is mentioned in v.28.)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6) Paul concludes that Gentiles have found the righteousness of God, but the Jews have not.  What is the problem with the Jews?  Do you think this is a problem for Christians, too?

	______________________________________________________________________________

	______________________________________________________________________________
	
7) What is this stumbling block referred to in Scriptures?  See Acts 4:8-12, Ephesians 2:19-22, 1 Corinthians 1:22-24 and 1 Peter 2:6-12.  What is the cause for this?

	______________________________________________________________________________

	______________________________________________________________________________

	______________________________________________________________________________


People and situations I want to pray for this week:
