Lesson 41– John 14:15-31	    	Introducing Your Helper
English Standard Version (ESV)							Bethel Bible Resources


(15)  “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him.  You know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.
(18)  “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  Yet a little while and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me.  Because I live, you also will live.  In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in me, and I in you.  Whoever has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me.  And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”
(22)  Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?”  Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and WE will come to him and make our home with him.  Whoever does not love Me does not keep My words.  And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent Me.
(25)  “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you.  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.
(27)  “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you.  Not as the world gives do I give you.  Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  You heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’  If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.
(29)  “And now I have you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe.  I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming.  He has NO claim on me, but I do as the Father commanded Me, so that the world may know that I love the Father.  Rise, let us go from here.”


Think on these things:

1) What do we have to do so that Jesus is willing to ask the Father to send us help (v.15)?
What do we have to do for Jesus to reveal Himself to us (v.21)?
What do we have to do for the Father and Son (Jesus) to make their home within us (v.23)?
Does this give you insight as to how you ought to live as a believer?  See 1 John 3:21-24 & 5:2-4.
This is a KEY theme for this passage!

To receive help? 	If we work to keep Jesus’ commandments, He’ll ask the Father to help.

For Jesus to reveal Himself to us? 	If we know and keep Jesus’ commandments, it shows Him that we love Him.  In response to this obedience, we are loved by the Father, and Jesus in love will reveal Himself to us.

For God to abide within us? 	Demonstrating our love for God by living in obedience to the teachings of Jesus, Jesus promises both He and the Father will live within us.	

Insight of theme? 	Following Jesus is not only about learning His teachings and accepting His offer of salvation; genuine love for God is revealed by LIVING a Christian life of obedience.


2) What is a key difference to the presence of Jesus and the presence of the Helper (Advocate) in our human world?  Who is the Helper/Advocate (see vs. 16-17 and 26)?

Difference between Jesus and the Helper/Advocate? 	Jesus, in human form, lived at a fixed place and time for about 33 years

Who is the Helper/Advocate? 	God, the Holy Spirit of Truth, is our Helper, living inside all believers everywhere across the world AT THE SAME TIME --- forever!  We are never alone!

3) Why does Jesus say that the world cannot receive the Helper, the Spirit of Truth (v.17)?  Why does He say that we (Christian believers) can?

World cannot? 	The world can’t see or know Him because He is invisible.  Seeing is believing?!

Believers can? 	We are aware because upon becoming a child of God (being saved by faith), the Helper now lives within and is God’s ever-presence with us.

4) What event is Jesus explaining in verses 18-19?

Jesus is referring to His pending death on the cross, followed by His resurrection from the dead

5) Believers are being introduced to the “Helper” (Greek = Paracletos) for the first time.  What do we learn about His role from verses 16 & 26?  Can you recall other translation names for Him from other Bibles?

His role (3 things) – 1) He will be with us forever; 2) He is ‘God our teacher’; and 3) He helps us to remember and understand the things that Jesus taught us (now recorded in the Bible).

Other translations for “paracletos” – For example, Advocate and Comforter.

NOTE: V.16 describes the Helper as “another.”  In Greek, “allos” represents another of the same sort, while “heteros” means another of a different sort.  This passage uses “allos”; the Helper is the same sort of God’s presence in our world as Jesus has been for His disciples. 

6) The Greek translation sheds a little-known idea about the “peace (Jesus) leaves with us” (v.27).  Jesus’ peace is His ‘legacy’ to believers, provided them after His atoning death on the cross.  What did He encourage us NOT to be (v.27b)?  How has Jesus’ peace helped you in this world?

Jesus challenged us NOT to be afraid or troubled in spirit.  In spite of life’s difficulties and hardships, God’s peace can unexplainably help us cope with them and face the storms calmly as we trust in (lean on) Him.  --- Class members have time here to explain their experiences.

7) Should the disciples have been surprised that Jesus was put to death on a cross the next day?  Why or why not?  See verses 19 & 29. 

No.  He warned them of what would happen, and then He promised to return.  He was going to leave and come back.

People and situations I want to pray for this week:
