Lesson 12 — Romans 5:12-21 Sin Brought Death --- Jesus Brings Life
English Standard Version (ESV) Bethel Bible Resources

(12) Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man --- and death through sin --- and
so death spread to all men because all sinned --- for sin indeed was in the world before the Law was
given --- but sin is not counted where there is no Law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even
over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a “type” of the One who was
to come.

(15) But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much
more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that One man, Jesus Christ, abounded for
many. And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification.

(17) Forif, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will
those who receive the abundance of grace and the ‘free gift of righteousness’ reign in life through the
One man Jesus Christ. Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by one man’s disobedience the many
were made sinners, so by the One man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

(20) Now the Law came in to increase the trespass --- but where sin increased, grace abounded
all the more --- so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Think on These Things

1) Fromvs. 12-14, how do we know that sin was in the world before God gave Moses the Law?

2) According to vs.14, what was Adam with respect to Jesus?

3) Verse 15 speaks about the “free gift” being unlike sin. What is the free gift?

4) What are the results of sin, and of the free gift (v.16)?




5) Who was the man who brought physical & spiritual death to humanity? Do you believe he was a
real person or is he fictional, part of an “allegory” (story) to teach us a spiritual truth? See also
Genesis 2:7, 15-25; 3:1-24 and Romans 8:7

6) Who was “obedient unto death, even death on the cross” (Philippians 2:4-11)? What is the
benefit of that to us (v.20)?

7) Sin has always been present --- even rampant --- in our world. What are we told about grace
and the high volume of sin that will bring about the wrath of God one day (v.20)? Can you
explain how this makes you feel?

People and situations | want to pray for this week:



