Lesson 51 – John 19:1-30	    	      Jesus Crucified
English Standard Version (ESV)							Bethel Bible Resources


(1)  Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged Him.  And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on His head and arrayed Him in a purple robe.  They came up to Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck Him with their hands.
(4)  Pilate went out to the again and said to them, “See, I am bringing Him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in Him.”  So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.  Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!”  When the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out, “Crucify Him, Crucify Him!”  Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him.”
(7)  The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law He ought to die because He has made Himself the Son of God.”  When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid!  
(9)  He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?”  But Jesus gave him no answer.  So Pilate said to Him, “You will not speak to me?  Do You not know that I have authority to release You and authority to crucify You?”  Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above.  Therefore, he who delivered Me over to you has the greater sin.”
(12)  From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend.  Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.”  So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha.  
(14)  Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover.  It was about the sixth hour.  He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!”  They cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!”  Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?”  The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”  So he delivered Him over to them to be crucified.
(16b) So they took Jesus, and He went out, bearing His own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha.  There they crucified Him, and with Him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross.  It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”  Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek.  So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’”  Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”
(23)  When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took His garments and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also His tunic.  But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.”  This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided My garments among them, and for My clothing they cast lots.”  So the soldiers did these things,
(25)  But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!”  Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!”  And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.
(28)  After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.”  A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to His mouth.  When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished,” and He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.

Think on these things:

1) What did Pilate have his soldiers do with Jesus to try and placate the Jews and STOP the crucifixion. (vs.1-4)?  

In John’s account, Jesus is flogged (whipped w/cat of 9 tails), then they thrust a woven ‘crown’ of thorns down upon His head.  Mockingly, they robed Him in purple, and began individually pelting Him with their fists in fake worship.

2) Afterward, Pilate paraded Jesus in front of the crowd.  In the dialog that followed in vs. 4-8, what caused Pilate to become alarmed?  Why do you think this is so?

When Pilate resisted their clamor for crucifixion, Jewish leaders said Jesus was to die “because He has made Himself the Son of God.” (v.7)  Pilate became MORE afraid (v.8).  Romans had the concept of ‘many’ sons of god, and recognizing this term caused Pilate to want to avoid divine judgment upon Himself.

3) All sin is against God, and the result of sin is separation between the sinner and God.  How do you explain Jesus’ comment in v.11 of the “greater” sin?

There is some relief in this truth: consequences of sin differ.  A half-truth is known inwardly, but murder deprives a family of a loved one. The sacrificial system also recognized distinctions.

4) V.12 says Pilate was committed to setting Jesus free.  Why didn’t he?

It was clear that the Jewish leaders were prepared to bring charges of treason against Pilate.

5) The Jews were very unhappy with the sign Pilate had posted on Jesus’ cross.  Where is the Place of the Skull located (v.20)?  What time of day was it that the crucifixion occurred (v.14)?

Where? 	The Place of the Skull was located very “near” the city, prominently viewable by all those coming and going.

Time of day?	It was the 6th hour --- by Jewish terminology, it was 12 noon.

6) The one garment of Jesus’ clothing that was not ripped or torn apart by the four soldiers was “woven seamlessly” (v.23).  What was it?  (NOTE: The Greek word for this garment means the ‘cloth’ closest to the skin.  In American terms we might refer to it as an old-fashioned nighty.)

It is called a ‘tunic’ in the ESV and NIV Bibles.  It’s more like a long shirt .

7) To which disciple did Jesus entrust the care of His mother just before He died (vs.26-27)?

The always unnamed ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’ (or ‘beloved disciple’) --- the disciple John.

People and situations I want to pray for this week:
