OBJECT LESSON

COMMUNICATION WITH GOD
SCRIPTURE: I Thessalonians 5:16-18
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Items Needed: Cell Phone
AIM:  For children to understand that we can and should be in communication with God on a regular basis

SAMPLE SCRIPT:
I have a useful tool here in my hands.  What is it?  (let children answer) You are right, it is a cell phone.  What would I use this cell phone for?  The name might help give it away. (let children answer).  I use the phone to talk or communicate with others.  
Long, long ago before any of us were born, communicating with others took a long time.  There were no phones so people would write letters.  Those letters could be shipped overseas on a ship traveling between countries, or we had a Pony Express here in America where men would take the mail, hop on a very fast horse and ride with the mail to get it to the right place.  Receiving word from someone you loved could take months.  When I was young, we had a wall phone.  The phone was attached to the wall in your house and you could only speak on the phone if you sat by the phone.  Now you could call and speak with those you cared about and catch up with their lives, but you still had to sit in one place to be able to talk with them.
Today, we have cell phones.  These phones go with us pretty much everywhere we go and we have instant access to speak with those we love.  When my aging mother lived with us, being able to check on her became very important.  It was helpful to be able to punch a button and be speaking with her right away.
We have One we can talk to any time day or night, regardless of where we are or what we are doing.  We can speak with God and we don’t have to use a phone to do that.  We can simply speak with Him and He hears us.  I Thessalonians 5 tells us to pray continually.  What does that mean?  We usually pray before we eat a meal or before we go to bed, but what does it mean to pray continually?  When I am reading my Bible and I get to a part that I don’t understand, I ask God to help me understand what I am reading.  When I am in a scary situation, I ask God to protect me.  Sometimes if I am speaking with someone and want to say something I shouldn’t, I ask God to keep me from doing the wrong thing.  
When I speak with God, I don’t have to worry about being disconnected, or not having enough internet band width.  God is only a prayer away and it is important to talk with Him just like you talk with others.  Let’s pray… (offer a short prayer)
