Lesson 47— John 17:1-26 Jesus Prays for Us
English Standard Version (ESV) Bethel Bible Resources

(1) When Jesus had spoken these words, He lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the
hour has come; glorify Your Son that the Son may glorify you, since You have given Him authority over all
flesh, to give eternal life to all whom You have given Him. And this is eternal life: that they may know
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

(4) Iglorified You on earth, having accomplished the work that You gave Me to do. And now,
Father, glorify Me in Your own presence with the glory | had with you before the world existed. | have
manifested Your name to the people whom You gave Me out of the world. Yours they were --- and You
gave them to Me --- and they have kept Your Word. Now they know that everything that You have given
Me is from You. For | have given them the words that You gave Me, and they have received them and
have come to know in truth that | came from You; and they have believed that You sent Me.

(9) “I am praying for them. | am not praying for the world but for those whom You have given
Me, for they are yours. All mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and | am glorified in them. And | am no
longer in the world, and | am coming to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, which You have given
Me, that they may be one, even as We are one.

(12) “While | was with them, | kept them in Your name, which You have given Me. | have
guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the ‘son of destruction,’ that the Scripture
might be fulfilled. But now | am coming to You, and these things | speak in the world, that they may
have My joy fulfilled in themselves.

(14) “I have given them Your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the
world, just as | am not of the world. | do not ask that You take them out of the world, but that you keep
them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as | am not of the world. Sanctify them in the
truth; Your Word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, so | have sent them into the world. And for
their sake | consecrate Myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.

(20) “1 do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word,
that they may all be one, just as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You, that they also may be in us, so that
the world may believe that You have sent Me. The glory that You have given Me | have given to them,
that they may be one even as We are one, | in them and You in Me, that they may become perfectly one,
so that the world may know that You sent Me and loved them even as You loved Me.

(24) “Father, | desire that they also, whom You have given Me, may be with Me where | am, to
see My glory that You have given Me because You loved Me before the foundation of the world. O
righteous Father, even though the world does not know You, | know You, and these know that You have
sent Me. | made known to them Your name, and | will continue to make it known, that the love with
which You have loved Me may be in them, and | in them.”

DEFINITIONS: Sanctification and Consecration include the concept of “being set apart” for God’s work.
Sanctification = God’s doing (choosing and empowering someone for His task);
Consecration = Our submission (dedicated preparation and commitment to serve God)

Think on these things:

1) Chapter 17 is referred to as the High Priestly Prayer by Jesus. It is studied in three parts: Jesus
and the Father (vs.1-5); Jesus and His disciples (vs.6-19); and Jesus and His future followers
(vs.20-26). What purpose is identified in v.1 for Jesus’ hour (that has finally come)?

Father, this is the hour to glorify Your Son, that Your Son may glorify You among all men.

2) What does Jesus have authority to give (v.2)? What does Jesus say is the “definition” of eternal
life (v.3)? How does this change your thinking about eternal life starting in heaven?



Authority? Jesus has been given authority to give Eternal Life to all whom the Father has
given to Him.

Definition and Impact? Jesus defines Eternal Life as this: to KNOW the only TRUE God, and
Jesus whom He has sent into the world. Eternal Life is not just what we commonly ascribe to
it: pearly gates, streets of gold, mansions built for us, and unending existence without pains or
sorrows. Rather, Eternal Life is about a forever personal relationship with the God who
created us. Therefore, Eternal Life begins now, when | come to belief, and it isn’t just a place
‘reserved’ for me after physical life on this earth (i.e., something | inherit after | die and
resurrect at God’s command).

3) What does Jesus want restored (v.5)?  His glory with the Father that existed before creation.
4) What does Jesus want for His disciples? Which, if any, is a weakness for you?
V.8 — For them to know the truth that Jesus came from the Father, indeed, was sent by Him.
V.11 - That the Father keep them united as one, as Father & Son are one, when Jesus leaves.
V.13 — That they would be filled with (fulfilled by) the joy that Jesus Himself possesses.
V.15 - For them to be kept safe from the ‘evil one’ while they yet live in this world.
V.16 — To understand that though they live in this world, they are no longer of this world.
V.19 — That Jesus consecrated Himself so that they could be sanctified in God’s Truth.
My Weakness Is — Personal opinion response to what Jesus prayed for His disciples above.
5) Let’s look at ‘unity’ (v.21) from a reverse perspective. Do you think the lack of unity among
Christian churches has a positive or negative impact upon ‘faith in Jesus’? All these various
denominations.... “This” action or practice being okay with one church but not another.... Do

we read the same Bible, serve the same God? What is the impact of our presence in life?

Our lack of unity gives grounds for opposition by unbelievers and undermines the Christian
testimony. Jesus foresaw this, and He prayed for unity among believers to be a witness.

6) If you understand that God sent Jesus into our world, and you choose to become a believer and
His follower, how has, or will this, affect your life? See John 15:20.

As Jesus was treated in this earthly life, so will His followers be treated. Those who love God
will welcome us in fellowship, and those that reject God will reject us, too.

7) If the Father’s love is in you, how will you continue to make it known to others (v.26)?

As Jesus made known the Father amongst us, we are obligated to follow His example and
make the Father known to others. How we do this --- is a personal response.

People and situations | want to pray for this week:



