Lesson 3 – Titus 3:1-15			Readiness for Every Good Work
English Standard Version (ESV)							Bethel Bible Resources


	(1)  Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people.
	(3)  For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another.
	(4)  But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
	(8)  The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works.  These things are excellent and profitable for people.
	(9)  But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless.  As for a person who stirs up division --- after warning him once and then twice --- have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned!
	(12)  When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there.  Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing.  
(14)  And let our people learn to devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not be unfruitful.  
(15)  All who are with me send greetings to you.  Greet those who love us in the faith.  Grace be with you all.


Think on These Things

1. There are 7 “to be” or “to do (verb)” statements in verses 1-2.  What are these teachings?

(1) Be submissive to rulers and authorities

(2) Be obedient

(3) Be ready for every good work

(4) Speak evil of no one

(5) Avoid quarreling

(6) Be gentle

(7) Show perfect courtesy toward all people (others)

2. Before we were saved, how does Paul describe us in v.3b as passing our days?  

We were “passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another.”  This just describes a world consumed by hate and desires to get back at people whom we dislike or who have more things in life than we enjoy.

3. Why did God save us, “we ourselves [who] were once foolish, disobedient?”  (v.5)  See also Ephesians 2:8-10.

V.5 says God our Savior saved us by His mercy, but not according to anything we had done (works). He regenerated us (as new creations) and renewed our minds through the Holy Spirit.  Ephesians reinforces God’s use of mercy and grace to save people, not works, but then points out that God has “good works” He has prepared for us to accomplish now that we are saved!

4. Through Jesus, God has regenerated and renewed us (v.5-6).  Why (v.7)?

He wants us to become heirs with Jesus, blessed with the hope of eternal life.

5. Do you believe in God?  If yes, what should you devote yourself to, and why (v.8)?

Personal response.  Hopefully, several (all?) present in your class will indicate that they are saved.  V.8 says we should insist on these things: mercy, regeneration, renewal by the Holy Spirit, justification by grace, joint heirs with Jesus, holders of hope in eternal life.  Why?  So that believers, in humble response, will now DEVOTE themselves (not just do…) to doing good works --- which are excellent and profitable for people!  It becomes a witness to others.

6. Is there value in being argumentative?  Should we argue with people in church who have weird ideas and theories about God and Christian living that differ from Bible teachings?  What should we do, and how does God describe such divisive people in v.11?

Paul warns Titus to avoid controversies, genealogy discussions, dissentions, and quarrels about God’s Law (probably, especially, for the Circumcision Party faction plaguing the church).  Argue with people carrying weird ideas and theories?  No.  Refute them conversationally with Biblical teaching?  Perhaps.  However, no one is “argued” into saving faith…!  
We do well to follow Paul’s teaching: warn such a disruptive and divisive individual once, then twice, and then remove them from the church fellowship if they won’t stop talking about their errant beliefs and ideas.  V.11 describes these folks as warped and sinful, and also that they are self-condemned.

7. If we were to assign a theme to Chapter 3, what would it be (see v.1, 5, 8, and 14)?  Why (v.14)?

The verses cited in this question all discuss “good works” by Christian believers.  Good works is the theme.  We are to be ready to do them (v.1), understand they don’t save us (v.5), and to devote ourselves to doing them (vs.8, 14).  The last verse adds that good works allow us to address cases of urgent need and NOT be unfruitful in our walk of faith with the Lord.

People and situations I want to pray for this week:

