Lesson 5 — Ephesians 3:1-12 A Godly Mystery Revealed
English Standard Version (ESV) Bethel Bible Resources

(1) For this reason |, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles --- assuming that
you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as | have written briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my
insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as
it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.

(7) Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given
me by the working of His power. To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given,
to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so that though the church the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
This was according to the eternal purpose that He has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have
boldness and access with confidence through our faith in Him.

Think on these things:

1) Paul’s “title” was that he was known as the apostle to the (v.1).

2) Let’s explore “how the mystery was made known to me by revelation.” Read Acts 9:1-6, 13-16;
Romans 11:11-13; and Galatians 1:11-17 and 2:7-8. As a Jewish Pharisee, what was Paul’s initial
activity in relationship to Christians? What caused him to change? After the revelation, how was
Paul’s life different?

3) Now let’s understand “mystery” in the context of God’s plan. According to v.5, did anyone else
discern this mystery before Paul? Why or why not? V.6 actually explains what the mystery is.
What is it?

Why or why not discerned? -

What is the mystery? -




5)

God'’s “gift of grace” (v.7) to Paul was to make him a minister and an apostle. Skim 1 Corinthians
12:1, 8-11, 27-30. Do you know what your spiritual gift is? We will look at spiritual gifts more
closely in chapter 4.

Why do you think Paul calls himself the “very least of all the saints” in v.8?

What two purposes does Paul identify in vs. 8-9 for God giving him his “gift of grace?”

God'’s plan has an additional purpose beyond the salvation of mankind. In Christ Jesus an eternal
purpose has been realized (v.11). Who is the audience for God showing his manifold wisdom
through The Church (v.10)? See 1 Peter 1:8-12.

Besides our salvation, what is another important thing that Jesus has done for us (v.12, see also
Hebrews 10:12-14, 19-23)?

People and situations | want to pray for this week:



