OBJECT LESSON

A NEW CREATION
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17 (Children’s International Bible) 
If anyone belongs to Christ, then he is made new. The old things have gone; everything is made new!

Items Needed:  A picture of a caterpillar and butterfly
AIM:  For children to understand that when we ask Jesus into our hearts, He makes us different

SAMPLE SCRIPT:
Have you ever seen a butterfly? (show picture of butterfly) They are certainly beautiful, aren’t they?  I purposely plant flowers in my garden to attract them so I can enjoy their beauty.  But butterflies don’t start out this way.  This is how a butterfly begins its life (show picture of caterpillar).  That isn’t nearly as beautiful as a butterfly, is it?  (show picture of butterfly).  A butterfly begins its life as a not-so-pretty caterpillar.  After a time, the caterpillar begins to spin what is called a cocoon around itself and it rests for 10 days up to several weeks depending on the type of butterfly.  While the caterpillar is inside the cocoon, lots of changes are happening.  At the right time, the cocoon breaks open and the beautiful butterfly emerges.  The butterfly looks very different from the caterpillar, doesn’t it?  The butterfly is beautiful!
This is a great example of what happens to us when we ask Jesus into our hearts.  The Bible tells us that ever since Adam and Eve (the first people on earth) disobeyed God, all people have what is called a “sin nature” in them.  That means that we all want to do what we want to do instead of obeying God.  If we choose to ask Jesus to come into our hearts and change our hearts, God promises that He will make our hearts new and clean.  God changes our hearts just like the butterflies are changed.  II Corinthians 5:17 says, “If anyone belongs to Christ, then he is made new. The old things have gone; everything is made new!”
When we ask Jesus to come into our hearts, He comes in and He takes what the Bible calls our hearts of stone (meaning that we want what we want) and He makes them hearts of flesh (meaning that we want what God wants for us).  We are different and the way we live our lives (what we say, what we do, what we thing) shows that God lives inside us.  He makes our thoughts, words and actions pleasing to Him and that is a beautiful thing!

