OBJECT LESSON

CARING FOR THE ENTIRE BODY
Scripture: I Corinthians 12:18-20 
But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they were all one part, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

Items Needed:  Your body
AIM:  For children to understand that the church works as a body with each part helping the other

SAMPLE SCRIPT:
I stand before you as a whole person, but a whole person that is made up of many parts.  What is this? (point to nose), and this? (point to mouth), etc.  My body has arms, legs, a head with eyes, ears, a nose and mouth.  I have a brain, heart, stomach, kidneys inside where you can’t see, but I would not be able to live without them.  What would happen if my eye said to me, “I don’t want to be an eye, I want to be an ear!”  I wouldn’t be able to see.  If my foot said, “I want to be the brain,” I wouldn’t be able to get around.  
The church, made up of many people, is like a body.  I Corinthians 12 tells us, “But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they were all one part, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body.”  God is saying that He made you exactly the way he wanted you, and He made you for a purpose.  You were made to be a part of the body of Christ in the church and just as the eye is supposed to give vision, the mouth takes in food for nourishment, and the ear hears, you are made to help the body of Christ with the gifts God has given you.  You don’t want to look around at others and tell God that you want their gift; you should be busy using your own.  What could that look like?  You can be kind to another who feels lost or has been left out of playing with the others.  You could help teach the younger children about Jesus or help them learn things like good manners.
What happens if part of the body is hurt?  If I broke my arm the rest of my body would have to help out and take over for the broken arm until it is well again.  I might have to use my other hand to eat or write.  When someone in the body of our church is hurt, there are things we can do to help them until they feel well again.  We can send them a card of encouragement or give them a call to let them know that we care about them.  We can sit next to them and help them with the lesson in church if they don’t understand it.  If we ask God to show us how to care for others, He will do that.
Let’s be the body of Jesus in our church and in our community, using the gifts God has given us and care for each other.

