Lesson 11 — Galatians 6:11-18 Make Your Choice: Circumcision or New Creation
English Standard Version (ESV) Bethel Bible Resources

(11) See with what large letters | am writing to you with my own hand!

(12) Itis those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would force you to be
circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those
who are circumcised do not themselves keep the law --- but they desire to have you circumcised that
they may boast in your flesh!

(14) But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the
world has been crucified to me, and | to the world.

(15) For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision...but a NEW creation!
And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.

(17) From now on let no one cause me trouble, for | bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen!

Think on these things:

1) V.11 may be a potential confirmation about Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” (2 Corinthians 12:7). We
discussed this previously in lesson 6, Galatians 4:12-20 (called a ‘condition’ there). Do you recall
what hindered Paul, something God allowed to afflict him and keep him humble?

2) There are three reasons given for those of the Circumcision Party compelling new believers in
the Galatian churches to get circumcised. What are they (vs. 12-13)?

3) Butv.13 says there is a MAJOR problem with this push to get people circumcised. What is the
problem with forcing everyone to comply with the Jewish Covenant in Mosaic Law? Review
Galatians 3:10 and 5:2-3.

4) Vs. 12-13 can be modernized for our discussion. What are some things that Christians push on
new believers today? What is most important (Christian actions or having faith)?




5) Inv.14, what does Paul say he will boast about regarding Jesus? Why is this important for us?
See Paul’s testimony in Galatians 2:20-21. How does it impact our worldview?

6) V.15 says being circumcised or not means nothing! You can substitute some of the ideas from
Q4 with the same warning. So, what does Paul say is important? Jesus called this something
else in John 3:3. Consider these verses: Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 5:17-19; Titus 3:5; James
1:18; and 1 Peter 1:23. Is this an internal thing or an external thing? Are we “to be” or “to do?”

7) How was Paul’s ministry and Christian message deemed “genuine” as contrasted with that from
members of the Circumcision Party (v.17, and 2 Corinthians 11:23-27)? The Circumcision wished
to avoid this (v.12). Paul now demands that the Galatians recognize his legitimacy over them.

People and situations | want to pray for this week:



