OBJECT LESSON

WHAT DO YOU SMELL LIKE
Scripture: II Corinthians 2:15 (Living Bible) 
As far as God is concerned there is a sweet, wholesome fragrance in our lives. It is the fragrance of Christ within us, an aroma to both the saved and the unsaved all around us.

Items Needed:  Perfume and an onion (slice the onion and place into an air tight container until needed)
AIM:  For children to understand that they can choose to draw people to Christ or repel them through their behavior towards others

SAMPLE SCRIPT:
Today I have two things to share.  Let’s see if you can tell what I have using your noses.  What is the first item?  (spray some perfume into the air – if children would like, you can spray it onto their wrist).  I have some perfume.  Hopefully, this smells nice to you.  Ladies and gentlemen will sometimes put some perfume or cologne on so they carry around a pleasing smell to others.  Now, what is this second item?  (open container and let children smell onion).  An onion!  That is a strong smell, isn’t it, and not really a pleasant smell.  Would you like to rub that on yourselves and wear it around?  I don’t think so!  Others would smell the onion and probably walk around or away from you.  One item has a pleasing or nice smell, and the other makes our noses wrinkle (and eyes water).
Our scripture today tells us that when we choose to have Jesus in our lives, we can be a sweet fragrance to others.  Sometimes, when I smell a really nice perfume, I will ask the person what the perfume name is.  I like it so much that I may want to get it for myself.  We should be like that for Jesus.  We should live our lives in such a way that others hear our kind words or see how we treat others and want to know why we are so nice.
The other side is that we can also be stinky by the way we treat others.  If we are mean to others or say hurtful things, are we being a sweet fragrance or a stinky one?  Definitely not sweet!  If we fight with our brothers or sisters, or don’t obey our parents, what smell are we giving off?  If someone tells you something unkind about another person, and you run to tell others what was said, are you being a sweet fragrance or a stinky one? A stinky one!  You wouldn’t want others to do that to you, would you?
So, a boy or girl is sitting all by themself on the playground.  No one is allowing them to play with them.  How can we be a sweet fragrance? We can invite them to play with us or introduce them to others.  What if Mom or Dad asks you to make your bed and pick your room up?  Instead of grumbling, complaining or just not doing it, you could get up right away and do what you are asked.
Let me ask you.  Would you rather be a sweet fragrance like the perfume that brings people to Jesus, or a stinky smell like the onion that makes people go the other way.  Let’s all bring people to Jesus by our sweet smell of Him through our words and actions.
