Titus L4, Lessons 1-3 Study Summary

Lesson 1 – Titus 1:1-16		Who Can We Trust to Teach Us Sound Doctrine?
Q3-6 – Whether we’re talking about church elders (pastors and senior layman leaders) or regional overseers (bishops and divisional commanders), a primary consideration is that these people live “above reproach”, i.e., without any suspicions of their character or teachings.  Generally, we expect them to be family folks with households known for serving the Lord.  No arrogance.  No partying. No drinking.  Not greedy for money or power. Nonviolent.  Self-controlled.  Hospitable.  God Loving.  Holy.  Knowledgeable of the Scriptures so that they can teach and also refute doctrinal error.  In other words, we have very high personal standards and expectations of our faith leaders, both locally and regionally!
Q7 – Insubordinate and deceitful folks who disrupt the churches --- especially those intent on scamming money from the people --- should be silenced and rebuked for the divisiveness they bring into a fellowship.  
Q8 – To people with a purity to their faith, everything is interpreted as pure.  To those who are defiled in their hearts, nothing is pure. Believers were challenged by Jesus to be as innocent and accepting as children in matters of faith.  In Acts we learn that Berean believers were lauded because they refused to be naïve or deceived by anyone’s teaching; they searched and verified the scriptures for themselves. Jesus promised that the pure in heart would see God (Matthew 5:8)!
Q10 – Deceivers’ professions of faith will be undermined by their life deeds and words.  When actions deny testimony, they need to be dealt with by church leadership.

Lesson 2 – Titus 2:1-15		Teach Sound Doctrine
Q1 – The Christian Church benefits from a mentoring approach.  We call upon our faithful senior men and women worshipping with us --- to counsel and mentor younger men and women as to how they should live.  We look for individuals who are self-disciplined, dignified, and vigilant to follow the Spirit’s leading with reverent responses.  These older mentors help instill a commitment to faithfulness, embracing love --- especially for the family --- living in personal purity (holiness), and exercising self-discipline. 
Q2 – As a pastor, Titus was charged to speak with wholesomeness and dignity in his teachings, while being a role model for others in the church to emulate.  We should be able to look up to our pastors and leaders!
Q3 – Servants --- employees --- should serve with integrity in an exemplary manner for their jobs. In doing so, they bring honor to the Lord and become highly desired and valued by employers (masters).
Q4 – Jesus died and rose again to bring salvation to ALL people.  To be saved, one only needs faith now.
Q5 – Regardless of current life conditions, Christians are to live uprightly as shining lights among the people of this present age, renouncing ungodliness and selfish passions.  
Q7 – The Lord’s people are to be both inwardly pure and outwardly zealous to do good works.
Q8 – Exhorting someone is to fervently urge and encourage them on to faith-based actions. Rebuking someone is to successfully clarify to them that they (or something they’ve done or said) are wrong.

Lesson 3 – Titus 3:1-15		Readiness for Every Good Work
Q1 – Christians are to be submissive to authorities, ready to do good works, obedient, gentle, and courteous.  They should not speak evil of others or be argumentative.  Pastors are to teach this in their churches.
Q2-3 – Before salvation, we lived in a world dominated by animosity, hating others and being hated.  But in mercy, Jesus saved us.  He regenerated us and renewed our minds by the Holy Spirit.  We were not saved by any good works, but, now that we are saved, God has good works for us to do.
Q5 – Once we become a believer, God expects us to devote ourselves to doing good works because of our changed natures.  Helping others is an excellent witness that is profitable for others.
Q6 – When people come into our fellowships with weird or deviant ideas and beliefs, we are told not to argue with them.  Rather, we might try to refute what they say conversationally from the Bible, but, ultimately, after a couple of warnings, we need to remove them from our church.  Paul says that such people are warped, sinful, and self-condemned.  We’re not likely to win any arguments with them….

Life Verse: “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in the present age.”  
Titus 2:11
