Lesson 2 — Romans 1:16-23 Righteousness and Unrighteousness
English Standard Version (ESV) Bethel Bible Resources

(16) For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith
for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

(18) For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them,
because God has shown it to them. For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been
made. So they are without excuse.

(21) For although they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks to Him, but they
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became
fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and
animals and creeping things.

Think on These Things

1) First, let’s take a look at the “Gospel” of Jesus Christ. Please explain what the Gospel is. If you
need help, look up 1 Corinthians 15:1-5.

2) Second, what do we know about God’s method of sharing the Gospel, and how do most people
respond to it, from 1 Corinthians 1:18-25. Also, look at Acts 2:29-36, 40-41, and 47b. Who saves
people?

3) Areyousometimes embarrassed to reveal your faith? Paul says he is not, and that the Gospel has
the “power to save.” Jesus said the fields of humanity are “white to harvest” (John 4:31-38), and
Paul said we must always be ready to share (2 Timothy 4:2). Yet many times we shy away from
expressing our faith publicly. How do you and your family share your faith where you live?




4) V. 17 says, “The just will live by faith.” That is to say, the justified (you and me) will live by faith,
and that we go from faith to faith. Do you believe your faith is growing, that you are becoming
more and more like Jesus (see 2 Corinthians 3:18)? What is your evidence?

5) What do the wicked do with the truth of God that He has clearly revealed to them (v. 18)? Does
this mean they don’t know God’s truth or can’t perceive and understand it? You do realize, don’t
you, that we aren’t just speaking about the criminals in jail? We are talking about “most” of the
people of the world. Why do you think most people act this way (see 2 Timothy 4:1-5)? They are
also now godless, i.e., without God.

6) Will God excuse this behavior? What will be the result (v. 18)? (Should non-believers be looking
forward to this? See the Hebrews 10:29-31 warning.)

7) V.21 says most people won’t worship God or bother to thank Him for their lives. How does He
describe the condition of their hearts? Do most people still think they are right (v. 22)?

8) What is the primary purpose of an idol? Today, few of us worship physical idols. How are we
describing modern day idols?

People and situations | want to pray for this week:



