Lesson 2 — 1 Peter 1:13-25 Ransomed --- To Be Holy As God Is Holy
English Standard Version (ESV) Bethel Bible Resources

(13) Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on
the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be
conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as He who called you is holy you also be holy in
all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy as | am holy.”

(17) And if you call on Him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds,
conduct yourself with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the
futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with
the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

(20) He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last
times for the sake of you who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave
Him glory so that your faith and hope are in God.

(22) Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love
one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God.

(24) For, “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the
flower falls, but the Word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good news that was
preached to you.

Think on these things:

1) The Greek for “sober minded” (v.13) literally means “not drunk or intoxicated.” It carries the
meaning of being on alert, watchful, and vigilant (think of a sentry). See also 1 Thessalonians
5:6, where sleep, alertness and this Greek word are used again. Add to this the first phrase,
“prepare your minds for action,” and you have guidance on how saving faith should impact
living today. What are we commanded to focus on with Jesus’ return, i.e., the revelation of
Jesus Christ? Is this to be passive or active waiting?

2) V.16 seems to be an impossible command: be holy like God is holy!

a. V.14 says holiness begins with...?

b. V.14 also says to NOT conform to what?

c. What “past” (your former ignorance) ungodly “passions” have you escaped from by
becoming a Christian? Consider 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 and Galatians 5:18-24.

d. Explain what holiness means to you?




4)

e. Is holiness only a church life matter (v.15)?

God our Heavenly Father judges everyone impartially (no favoritism). How should Christians live
their lives here on earth until they get to go to heaven (v.17b)?

Ephesians 2:8-10 says that God prepared “good works” for each of His children to do after being
saved. Christians will not face the Great White Throne Judgment of Revelation 20 because they
will have been saved by their faith already (the Rapture). But Christians will still be called into a
judgment of speech and works (Matthew 12:36-37 and 1 Corinthians 3:10-15). What is “at risk”
for a disobedient Christian lacking self-control?

How are Christians “ransomed” from the futile ways of our sinful world and lives (v.19)? Why do
you think God believes this to be more expensive than money (silver and gold)? What does
being ransomed mean to you?

What does “foreknown before the foundation of the world” mean as applied to Jesus? When
we believe that Jesus rose from the dead, who are putting our faith and hope in (v.21)?

What are we commanded to do “since we have been born again” (v.22)? Do you have any
suggestions for how we can do this?

How reliable and lasting is the Word of God?

People and situations | want to pray for this week:



